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My Word  
 

A computer programmer for a consulting group had designed some software for a large account.  
He was asked to for help put it into operation.  At first, he handled most of the work alone.  Eventu-
ally, though, he asked Sam to help with the last phase of training.  When Sam sat down with one 
woman, he told her, “I will be showing you how to make changes to the files.” 
 

She sighed with relief, "I'm so glad you're teaching me instead of him." 
 

Surprised, Sam said that his colleague was far more experienced than he was. 
 

"Yes," she said, "but I feel much more comfortable with you.  I get nervous around really smart 
people." 
 

When I was an associate pastor early in my ministry, of one of the liturgists said she would rather 
be a liturgist with me on Sunday mornings than the Senior Pastor.  She explained, “I always feel so 
inadequate when I sing next to him but your singing makes me sound pretty good.” You know, I 
think she was right. 
 

I understand how she felt. There are some Christian's I would rather not stand next to because 
they make me feel nervous and inadequate.  They love to talk about their knowledge of religious 
things, their expertise on the Bible and their ability to pray away anything evil.  In the presence of 
such greatness, what can I offer to the conversation? 

 

Except, maybe this:  It is a good thing Jesus didn’t come into the world with an attitude like that.  
Don’t get me wrong.  If anyone had a right to feel superior, it would be the Son of God but that is 
not how he works and that is not how we should share the good news either.  Consider what Paul 
said to the church in Philippi: 
 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of 
a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death--even death on a cross. 
Philippians 2:5-8 

 

Now, you may be a candidate for sainthood but as you share the good news of Jesus ask yourself, 
‘Do I make people long for Jesus or do I just make them nervous?’ 
I’ll see you in church on Sunday.   
 

Rev. Gene Gurley 

revgene@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

The mission of our church is to raise up disciples of Christ through love, service, and example. 

 

BOOZAAR! Sat., Oct. 31st  from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Since Halloween is  on Satur-
day this year, we’re going to 
forego Trunk or Treat and 
just have a table at the 
Boozaar! With the help of the 
kids, Ann Longoria and 
Jennfer Wood will be man-
ning the FUMC Gatesville 

booth at the Boozaar! Stop by to say, “HI”, or stop by to 
volunteer! We’d love to have you! We’re encouraging 
our FUMC kids (of all ages) to volunteer at our booth the 
night of the Boozaar, if they would like, for however long 
they would like. 

“Most of us spend the first six days of each week sowing wild oats, then “Most of us spend the first six days of each week sowing wild oats, then “Most of us spend the first six days of each week sowing wild oats, then “Most of us spend the first six days of each week sowing wild oats, then 
we go to church on Sunday and pray for a crop failure.” we go to church on Sunday and pray for a crop failure.” we go to church on Sunday and pray for a crop failure.” we go to church on Sunday and pray for a crop failure.”     
                                        ----Fred AllenFred AllenFred AllenFred Allen    



  Birthdays 

   1     Paden Martin 

   1    Tim Sonnenberg 

   5     Laquitta Barton 

   6     Haley Curry 

   7     Reba Gartman 

   7     Sydney Mundkowsky 

   8     Emily Brown 

 10     Tyler Hartmann 

 10     Linda Maxwell 
 11     Judy Brown 

 11     Kalinda Westbrook 

 12     Bailey Soltow 

 14     Wesley Brown 

 14     Jeanette Shepherd 

 17     Creston Brazzil 
 17     Todd Soltow 

 19     Kory Walters 

 20     Sam Golden 

 21     Bill Barton 

 22     Ryan Grace 

 27     Ty Jordan 

 27     Seth Jordan 

 28     Stanley Jones 

 28     Graham Wall 

Attendance 

September 6 

  Sunday School      58 

  8:30am Worship         43 

10:30am Worship         68 

September 13 

  Sunday School      68 

  8:30am Worship         34 

10:30am Worship         95 

September 20 

  Sunday School           57 

  8:30am Worship         55 

10:30am Worship       112 

September 27 

  Sunday School      57 

  8:30am Worship         41      
10:30am Worship       101    

Prayer Concerns 

James Anderson 

Susan Archie 

Karen Arnold 

Charlotte Azen 

Jamie Batson 

Bobby Cole 

Marsha Fauver 
David Fleetwood 

Brandon Floyd 

Lauren H. 
Phyllis Head 

Kim Herring 

David Jund 

Dennis Krumlauf 
Bonnie Latham 

Cindy M.  
Charlotte Matthews 

Don McCrea 

Tammy McHargue 

Frankie Meeks 

Lilly Paxton 

Casey Shirley 

Leola Shoaf 
Donnie Smart 
Tim Sonnenberg 

Linda Ussery 

Viola Wagner 
Tina Whites 

Ilene Whitte 

Our President 
Our  Pastor 

     Military 

Shane Clark          
Tom Cushing                 
John Decker         
Dylan Hartmann             
Tyler Hartmann  
Mike Loftus            
Robert Miller 
Larrett McCoy 

Matt Mohler 
Joe Patterson 

Anthony Pemberton 

Fredrick Ralls               
Stephan Sowders 

Nathanial Wood 

ADELLE TODD 

Ken & Holly Jordan 

Bill & Nancy Ashcraft 
Anita Kesler 
Wanda Powell 
 

MARY SPRINGSTUN 

Inez Arnold 

Billy Barton 

Sally & Bob Delaney 

Curtis & Beverly Logan 

Bill & Gayle Rucker 
 

PENNY MELBERN 

Doug Peevey 

 

JUDY MILLER 

Ruth G. Jones 

 

JACK HOPKINS 

Lynn Hopkins 

 

JOYCE BONE 

James Lockhart 
Jane Hall 

Get WellGet WellGet WellGet Well    

October 4 

  8:30  R. Jones 

10:30  R. Sweazea 

 

October 11 

  8:30  W. Wall 
10:30  H. Theaker 
 

October 18 

   8:30 V. Riddle 

 10:30 G. Sadler 
 

October 25 

  8:30  C. Ivy 

10:30  M. A. Leib 

MemorialsMemorialsMemorialsMemorials    LiturgistsLiturgistsLiturgistsLiturgists    

 

TOM JACKSON 

Donnie & Patsy Smart 
 

DONNIE SMART 

Pat Henson 

Ken & Velva Riddle 

M. H. & Jeanette Shepherd 

Kay Smiley  
Steve Elliott 
Doug Peevey 

We Need 42 Players 

We don’t really need 42 players we just need 42 players.  Do you 
understand?  We have more people that want to play 42 on Game 
Nights at the DQ but there aren’t enough to make up a new table.  
Contact Ruth Jones and I’m sure she will clear this all up. 

Forest & Doris Beach 

The faculty at Gatesville 
Primary wish to thank 
the church for the gener-
ous donation of school 
supplies.  The supplies 
have been given to sev-
eral students and their 
parents have been very 
appreciative for this as-
sistance.  Thanks again 
for you constnt support 
in helping students get 
off to a great school 
year. 
Staff at Gatesville  
Primary School 

 

Thank you for your sup-
port of the HOT salute to 
Warrior Citizens.  The 
event is a great way to 
show God’s love and 
Texas hospitality to de-
ploying troops.  Thank 
you for providing a snow 
cone stand and helping 
may this day memorable 
for them. 
Chad Bertrand 

 

To The UMW Members, 
Thank you so much for 
awarding me such a nice 
honor of “Special Mis-
sion Recognition”.  It 
was great to hear from 
my kids and how thrilled 
they were for me.  The 
last year working with 
the Adult Ministries and 
other jobs in the church 
has been such a pleas-
ure.  I have found doing 
for others is the best 
way to find true happi-
ness and I appreciate so 
much what you have 
done for me. 
God Bless, Ruth G. Jones 

A special thanks to all who 
made UMW day a success.  
Thanks to Velva Riddle and 
Mary Ann Leib as liturgists, 
Linda Lovelace for here 
introductions, Shirleen 
Chandler for her great 
presentation to our hon-
oree, Ruth Jones and eve-
ryone that ushered and 
greeted.  The response  to 
our  speaker, Nita Lee and 
the special music from Don-
na Jones was very positive. 
Kay Smiley 

JAMIE & CORINNE ERWIN 

Thank you for awarding me 
with the scholarship.  It 
meant a lot.  I plan to use 
the money to buy the much 
needed items for college.   
Bailey Soltow 

Thank you for all the support through the years.  
I love you all!  You all made me feel so special 
on “Senior Sunday” and I want you to know how 
much that meant to my family and I.   
Thanks n’ Gig em.  Emily Soltow 

Given  in honor ofGiven  in honor ofGiven  in honor ofGiven  in honor of    
RICKY & JANE HARVEY 

   by Doug Peevey 

 

GRAHAM & WILMA WALL 

   by Doug Peevey 

A/V Tech Needed 

Training will be provided for the 
right person to take charge of 
the sound booth on Sunday 
mornings.  If you are a regular 
attender and can climb the stairs 
to the sound booth, then you 
meet most of the requirements.  
Please contact Pastor Gene for 
information.  This is a volunteer 
position. 

TUTOR RECRUITER 

If you think you are smarter than a fifth grader, we definitely 
need you!  Tutoring starts in October for Elementary and In-
termediate students.  Each year we turn away students look-
ing for help because of a shortage of tutors.  Contact Linda 
Maxwell  at 865-2826 or the church office at 865-2520. Start-
ing this year, Tutors must complete the MinistrySafe training 
and have a background check.  MinsitrySafe enrollment forms 
are available in the foyer. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

The United Methodist Women will meet Tuesday, October 13, 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Banquet Room.  The program, "The 
Church and People with Disabilities," will be presented by 
Shirleen Chandler.  Hostesses are Joyce Edwards and Judy 
McClesky.  All women are invited to attend. 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 

Please make plans to attend a 
meeting at Ranchers Restaurant, 
Tuesday, October 20, at 6:30. 

GATESVILLE FITNESS CENTER 

It is time once again to renew your fitness center 
membership.  Please contact Barb in the church 
office to join.  A six-month membership for an 
individual is $ 63 and $ 120 for a family. 



Upcoming  
Events 

 

 

October 2             The Promise—Glen Rose 

 Seats are still available at the standard price, however the busses are full.  You are still 
 welcome  to join us.  Please pack a brown bag dinner or call the Amphitheater at  
            254-897-3926 to order a brown bag meal for $ 10.  Call Ruth Jones at  865-2112 if you  
            have questions. 
 

October 15       Game Night 
 Bring your games and snacks to share to the Dairy Queen on Main Street at 6:30.   
 If you prefer, you can buy drinks and refreshments at the DQ. More “42”players are wanted. 
 

October 22            Methodist Home and Boys Ranch 

 We will leave at 9:00 a.m..  Lunch will be Dutch treat at Luby’s. 

Things Are Going Well 
I feel so blessed to work with such a 
wonderful group of people in Children’s 
Ministry! You all are so dedicated to 
planting the Word of God in our chil-
dren through love, support, and com-
mitment in each and every class you 
teach (Nursery, Children’s Church, 

Sunday School and Wednesday Word Kids)! I’m in awe! 
Thank you! 
 

We would like to, again, welcome Miss. Dariann Gonza-

les to the Nursery Caregiver Team! She will be working 
Sunday mornings as well as Wednesday evenings. Drop 

by and say, “Hi!” Ms. Leola Shoaf has committed to being 
a substitute for Wednesday Word. Thank you Ms. Shoaf! 

Welcome to the team! 

Operation Gratitude 

It is that time again to make scarves for our 
military to show our appreciation of their ser-
vice.  This is our third year to participate in 
this project.  
 

What size should the scarves be?  
It is important that you keep your scarves 
within size restrictions (5-6” across and 
about 48” long) so they fit into the care 
packages. No fringe please (except perhaps 
a small amount for fleece scarves). 
 

What colors should we use?  
It is best to keep the colors on the subtle side 
– blues, browns, olives, grays, maroon, 
and black would all be excellent choices 
for both men and women.   The troops al-
ways appreciate military colors. No red, 
white, and blue combinations. 
 

What fibers are acceptable? 

Scarves made from wool, acrylics, or non-

flammable fleece materials are accepted. Try 
to avoid scratchy fibers, since the items will 
be worn next to their skin. The softer the bet-
ter!  
 

These  scarves will be mailed  in early De-
cember.  For questions, please see Rhonda 
Mohler or Ann Gurley.  

Harvest Festival Update 

The Harvest Festival 
Committee will meet 
Monday. October 5th 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Ban-
quet Room to update 
and finalize plans for 
our Harvest Festival 
November 7th.  Com-
mittees will  share plans and identify needs 
as we prepare for the event. If you are un-
able to attend, please call Velva (865-

6056) or Rev. Gene (865-2520) to share 

your information.  The garage will be 
open on Sundays from 9:30-10:00 a.m. 
and on Wednesdays from 4:00-5:30 
p.m. to receive garage sale donations.  
Each year our church has been 
blessed at the Harvest Festival with 
the gift of a quilt for the silent auction. 
If you have a quilt that you would like 
to donate for the Harvest Festival, 
please call Rev. Gene at 865-2520 or 
Velva  at 865-6056.  

K-3 Sunday School: J. Boyd & J. Wood  
Memory Verse for October: Genesis 12:3 

Bible Stories each week: 
UNIT 2 – BIG PROMISES 

October 4 Abraham and Sarah (Genesis 12:1-9; 
15:1-6) 

October 11: Abraham and Lot (Genesis 13:1-12) 
October 18: The Birth of Isaac (Genesis 18:1-15; 
21:1-17) 
October 25: Isaac and Rebekah (Genesis 24:1-

67) 

S S Teacher Needed For 6th Grade 

Mrs. Hays (who co-teaches Sunday with Mrs. Aguilar) will 
be leaving us in January and heading to Oklahoma. Mrs. 
Hays is a wonderful teacher and we will certainly miss 
her, and her family, around here! With that said, the Chil-
dren’s Ministry Team is looking for someone who enjoys 
fostering the love of Christ in children. Volunteers must 
be able to show their love of Christ through example in 
each class of children they commit to teach. If you are 
interested in co-teaching the 4-6 Sunday School class 
with Mrs. Aguilar for the year please see Jennifer Wood. 
 

Children’s Church (4y – 3rd grade). If you are unable 
to commit to an entire year of teaching there are a few 
more spots open for Children’s Church. Children’s 

Church rotations are by the month. There is a team of 

one adult and one youth (or two adults) per month 
assigned to Children’s Church. Each week’s lesson is 
completely prepared for you with example crafts created, 

all you have to do is teach the lesson. If you are interest-
ed in volunteering for Children’s Church,  please see Jen-

nifer Wood. 

September’s Children’s Church:  
Jennifer Wood & Debbie Hill  

Bible Stories each week: 
October 4: The Festival of the 
Booths (Leviticus 23:42) 
October 11: Would Commun-
ion Sunday (Matthew 28:19) 
October 18: Blessing of the 
Animals  
(Genesis 1:24) 
October 25: St. Martin’s Day       

                          (Matthew 25:30) 

Third Grade Bible Presentations!  
Please join us Sunday October, 11 at the 
10:30 service to show your support of our 
third graders who will be presented their 
brand new bibles! Kinlee 
Gardner, Brycen Palady, 
Lyon Wood and Rylee 
Smith! How fast they grow! 
 

Ministry Safe Group Training  

The next Ministry Safe Training Event will be 
on Sunday October, 25 at Noon.   Lunch will be 
provided. 
 

The last Ministry Safe Group Training event 
was such a success we would like to offer it 
again.  If you have completed Ministry Safe 
training already there is no need for you to 
attend this one. 
 

This training event is for those who: have been 
a member of our church for 6 months or longer, 
would like to work with Children and or Youth, 
and have NOT already started their Ministry 
Safe Training (and would like to complete it all 
in one session, with help)! 
 

Please sign up on the “Church News” bulletin 
board PRIOR to Sunday the 25th so I can enter 
you into the system AND so there is enough 
lunch for everyone! If you have any questions, 
comments or concerns about Ministry Safe,  
e-mail Jennifer at jenn.j.wood@gmail.com 
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Greetings,  
Please note the upcoming events.  There are ways that all 
can be involved in the life of our church as well as our com-
munity.   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 
 1 

 

2 

6:30 AA 

C A F E The 

Promise—Glen 

Rose 

3 

 

4 

  8:30 Worship 

  9:30 SS 

10:30 Worship 

  4:00 The Oaks 
Lobby—Worship 

  5:00 St.. Paul 
  Episcopal Choir 
  6:00 UMY 

 

 

5 

6:30 Harvest  
        Festival Mtg. 
6:30 AA 

 

6 

6:30 Nomina-
tions Comm. 
 

7 

3:30 Tutoring 

5:30 Meal 
6:00 Bible Studies  
        for all ages 

6:00 Prayer and 

        Bible Study 

6:00 Choir  
6:30 AA 

8 

3:30-5:30  CMH 

Free  
Immunizations  
 

 

 

9 

6:30 AA 

 

 

10 

 

11 

  8:30 Worship 

  9:30 SS 

10:30 Worship 

   3rd Grade Bible 

   Presentations 

  6:00 UMY 

   
 

   
 

 

12 

6:30 Staff Parish 

   Relations Mtg. 
6:30 AA 

 

13 

5:30 United  
Methodist  
Women 

 

 

14 

3:30 Tutoring 

5:30 Meal 
6:00 Bible Studies  
        for all ages 

6:00 Prayer and 

        Bible Study 

6:00 Choir  
6:30 AA 

 

         
 

15 

6:30 C A F E 

Game Night @ 

Dairy Queen 

16 

6:30 AA 

 

17 

 

18 

 8:30 Worship 

  9:30 SS 

10:30 Worship 

  6:00 UMY 

 

 

 

 

19 

6:30 Finance 

Committee Mtg. 
(Jr. High Youth Rm.) 

7:00 Trustees 

 Mtg.-Allison Rm. 
6:30 AA 

 

 

20 

Private Event 
Farm Bureau 

 

 

21 

3:30 Tutoring 

5:30 Meal 
6:00 Bible Studies  
        for all ages 

6:00 Prayer and 

        Bible Study 

6:00 Choir  
6:30 AA 

22 

9:00 C A F E 

Methodist Home 
and Boy’s Ranch  

 

23 

6:30 AA 

 

 

 

24 

 

 

25 

  8:30 Worship 

  9:30 SS 

10:30 Worship 

Noon-Ministry 

Safe Training 

  6:00 UMY 

   

26 

6:30 AA 

 

27 

6:30 Church 

        Council 

28 

3:30 Tutoring 

5:30 Meal 
6:00 Bible Studies  
        for all ages 

6:00 Prayer and 

        Bible Study 

6:00 Choir  
6:30 AA 

 

29 30 

6:30 AA 

31 

Boozar Booth 

Children’s & 
Youth 

 

 

November 7th   Harvest Festival 
Youth will be in charge of Children’s 
games.   Our theme will be the tradi-
tional carnival games.  I will need as-
sistance from anyone available. I 
would like to start building and prepar-
ing during our Sunday night meet-
ings.   

Mid Winter Retreat  
Feb 5-7 and Feb 19-21.   

go to www.ctcumc.org/midwinter for 
more information. 

 CTCYM - Mission Trip is  
June 12-18th in Arkansas and  

July10-15 in NW Texas.   
www.ctcym.org for more information.  

OCTOBER EVENTS 

October 3rd: UMHB Football Game 1-3 in Belton.  We will 
leave the church at 12noon.  I need a head count.  Mrs. Mar-
tin will provide the tickets.  Please bring money to spend at 
the stadium. 
 

October 31st:  Boozaar Downtown Gatesville.  FUMC will 
have a candy and Popcorn Booth. We will be working with 
Jennifer Wood.  We will need help passing out candy, pop-
ping  and bagging the corn, and being weird and creepy. 

November 21:   
Gatesville Area Student Ministries 
Event  “ The Cowboy Experience at  
The Boots and Saddles Church 

This is an all day event 10-5 and 
open to all ages.  There will be hors-
es and goats and cows and mud and 
all the stuff that goes with it.  I’ll be 
updating you as we get closer to the 
date.   

WEDNESDAY WORD 

Supper is served at 5:30.  Followed by a youth group lesson 
and prayer time.  We have a mission focus.  Coats for the 
Care Center.  Please bring your new or gently used coats, 
jackets, hoodies or scarves.   We will collect them and take 
them to the care center.  

THIS AND THAT 

It is time to start thinking about fund raisers. I have had great 
ideas by some great kids I know.  Parents, we need your 
help getting it together. We can discuss it on Wednesday or 
Sunday nights.  Drop in to Youth Group.   
 

I am looking for Volunteers for our Youth Group’s annual 
progressive dinner. The progressive dinner consists of 3 host 
homes that will provide different parts of the meal.  Usually 
appetizers at one stop, main course at the next stop, then 
desserts at the last stop.   
 

Youth group meets on Sunday nights at 6:00.  Thanks to 
everyone who has provided meals.  There is a sign sheet on 
the bulletin board, however you can also donate funds 
to “youth group meal” and we can get supper our-
selves.  Just another option to serve a meal without all the 
prep and mess.   

 
 
 
I would also like to give props and a 
huge thank you to Lute Sullins. He 
has been a great new team member 
to our youth group.  If you don't know 
Lute, come by Sunday night and get 
to meet him.  Shark!  

Pickle Ball and 9 square.  Google 
it.  We need this in our lives. Just 
saying.  

Do good, do no harm, stay in love 
with God! 
Peace, Ann 


